In the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 19 H 23 NO 2 SÁH 2 O, there are two independent organic molecules and two water molecules. Both organic molecules exist as the zwitterionic form. The dihedral angles between the planes of the rings in the organic molecules are 86.84 (10) and 88.77 (11) . An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁS hydrogen bond occurs. In the crystal, organic and water molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating a tape structure running along the b-axis direction.
Related literature
. We report herein the structure of the title compound (I), which was accidentally obtained in the course of the preparation of S-benzyl-D-penicillamine from benzyl chloride and D-penicillamine. This compound (I) has been synthesized but has not been structurally characterized (Crooks, 1949) .
S2. Experimental
A mixture containing D-penicillamine, sodium hydroxide, and benzyl chloride in a 1:3:3 molar ratio in water was stirred in an ice bath overnight. The resulting colorless solution was neutralized by adding 12 M hydrochloric acid, which gave a white suspension. After the removal of the white powder of S-benzyl-D-penicillamine, the colorless filtrate was stood at room temperature for a month. A small amount of colorless platelet crystals of the title compound appeared on the wall of the glass vessel, one of which was used for single-crystal X-ray analysis.
S3. Refinement
H atoms bound to C atoms were placed at calculated positions [C-H = 1.00 (CH), 0.99 (CH 2 ), and 0.98 (CH 3 )] and refined as riding models with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for CH 2 and CH, and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 . All H atoms bound to N and O atoms were found in a difference Fourier map and their positions were refined with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N or O).
Reflections of (-6 0 32), (-13 1 23), (8 0 18) and (-17 1 21) were removed to improve the data quality. 
Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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